INSECT LIFE
INSECTS
Immediately the hot air is moistened by the fresh breath of the monsoon, insect life springs into activity. As evening approaches, insects issue forth and take possession of the land, and were they not for the most part merely irritating, they would render human life impossible. Beneficially and injuriously they influence human economy very greatly indeed. The ubiquitous white ants (termites) take the place of the earth worms of Europe in aerating the soil and promoting its fertility. The lac1 insect secretes upon the twigs to which it clings the lac that is one of India's most typical exports. The dried bodies of the insects yield the lac dye (lake). The mulberry silkworm is cultivated in Bengal, but, breeding several times over during the year, it has degenerated and produces silk of inferior quality. In the forests of the peninsula the tassar silkworm is grown, semi-domesticated, on several kinds of trees ; and two other species of silkworms are cultivated in Assam, one the en, feeding on the castor-oil plant, and the other the muga, on various kinds of laurels.2 To this list of insect utilities there is much to oppose. Insects constantly threaten the cultivator with ruin and not infrequently achieve it, A descending horde of locusts will eat up in a few hours the crops of a country side. Swarms of caterpillars appear, which crawl across the fields in dense lines leaving nothing but stalks behind them. But for injury to mankind no insect can be compared to the anopheles mosquito, which by spreading malaria has profoundly affected the condition of the Indian people, and is probably accountable for much in their history. In some parts of the Indo-Gangetic plain malaria has been found present in the blood of four-fifths of the children. From time to time it breaks out into violent epidemics causing mortality compared to which that from cholera is trifling. In some
1 Coccus lacca.        a Principally Machflus odoratissima.
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